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Doctor of Philosophy. Adult Education. University of Technology, Sydney, Australia
Doctor of Education. Religion & Education. Teachers College, Columbia University
Master of Religious Education. University of St. Michael's College & Univ. of Toronto
Bachelor of Arts. Memorial University of Newfoundland. Religious Studies, English
Bachelor of Education. Memorial University of Newfoundland. Secondary Education
Keywords to characterize your research profile:
Poststructuralism, spirituality, adult learning, gender, history
Research and interest fields
My areas of research are in spirituality of adult education, gender and learning, and critical theory. As an academic
working in both fields, religion and education, I am a member of religious education and adult education professional
associations, and a past president of the Canadian Association for the Study of Adult Education. One of my primary
academic goals is to explore the intersections between adult education and religion, and to heal the divisions that exist
between them. I see the social sciences, especially sociology, as helpful in understanding the conflicts that exist and as a
way of informing our theory and practice of adult religious education.
Over the past number of years, I have developed my interests through a program of qualitative research informed by
critical social science theories of postmodern/structuralism. My starting place tends to be gender and the various ways
that women are affected by their cultural, social and economic milieu, and in turn, how this affects their spiritual growth
and place within religious and other civil society institutions. Of late, I have begun archival work which also gives voice
to women who have been silenced in the annals of history. This archival work continues my focus on women and their
subversive learning of ways to resist.
Current projects:
My present work is a federally funded study of women’s contributions to adult education in the mid-twentieth century.
The purpose of this work is to examine the interconnections among education, gender, and religion, from a critical
historical lens. My ISREV 2012 paper was a product of this study; it provided a poststructural analysis of the religious
education efforts of the Newfoundland School Society in the nineteenth century. I am now conducting biographical case
studies of a number of these women who were editors, writers and organizers, and whose contributions to organizations
such as churches have been largely erased.
In tandem with this historical research, I am writing a book on women in adult education, with a particular focus on
social transformation. This book arises from several qualitative studies on women in international development as well
as women working in non-profit centres. I am focusing not only on their leadership strengths but on the issues of
identity that arise from their spiritual questions, their interactions with sponsoring organizations, and the challenges of
working for justice in an increasingly fundamentalist milieu.
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